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Abstract: Imagine that the human body could produce imagery as effortlessly as it produces 

language, so that to generate a map on a street corner is as naturally done as it is to give verbal 

directions.  Imagine a computer using all kinds of imagery while engaging in a conversation with a 

human being.  The goal of this talk is to explore why and how technology can be used to augment 

conversation between people and between people and machines. In the first part of this talk, we 

explore and discuss devices and systems that could begin to give human beings this new vehicle for 

expression, such as personal projectors and ecologies of symbiotic displays.  The second part looks 

into the interface paradigms that might allow a person to collect, produce, alter, and control the 

appearance and flow of imagery, using speech processing, personal displays, and direct brain 

interfaces.  In the third part of the talk we will look into issues on having machines using imagery 

in their communication with human begins.  Finally we discuss the desirability of a personal 

imagery medium and explore possible short and long-term applications.  
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